
Departure Thrust Cutback: procedures for
pilots to reduce noise during departure.

Noise Abatement Procedures (Flight Track
Changes): implementation of new flight
tracks for the airport including the Bay Visual
Approach, use of Flight Management Systems
for departure, West Seattle flight track for
small planes, southern departure variations,
minimal population tracks, and possible
altitude evaluation.

Other Administrative Actions: actions on the
part of the Airport such as a Fly Quiet Pro-
gram, use of ground leases to encourage use
of quiet aircraft, educational programs for
operators, and continuation of a committee
to monitor and discuss noise issues.

Alternatives that will affect the size and
placement of the noise contours will be
computer modeled to measure resulting noise
reduction and changes in the affected popula-
tion.  Cost and regulatory implications will
also be identified.

Evaluation of Alternatives
At its September 11, 2000 meeting, the Study
Advisory Committee identified preliminary
criteria, or standards, with which to evaluate
the alternatives.  Each of the alternatives will
be analyzed in light of these standards.

First Level Criteria
• Fair:  Reduces noise, rather than shifts

noise, unless both neighborhoods agree
• Fair: Considers people who may be

personally hurt by changes that could
occur

• Considers economic impacts
• Is safe
• Responsible to those already present at

KCIA
• Maintains jobs at KCIA
• Recovers jobs at KCIA
• Considers environmental impacts
• Maintains or improves regional airspace

capacity
• Maintains or improves potential airfield

capacity
• Safeguards interstate commerce from undue

interference
• Treats all types of users equitably
• Contributes to economic viability of the

Puget Sound Region

• Reduces noise
• Pioneers community-friendly technologies
• Maintains American competitiveness
• Is forward looking

The following criteria will be analyzed but not used to rule out
any alternatives until the end of the evaluation process.  This will
allow for consideration of innovative or creative ideas.
• Financially affordable within County and Federal budgets

• Legal
• Realistic implementation time
• Simple to administer
• Simple to implement

In preparation for comparing and selecting the pre-
ferred noise reduction alternatives, Study Advisory
Committee members received training in interest-based
decision making.  This training will help committee
members identify which alternatives best meet the
variety of interests represented on the committee.

Next Steps
In November, the Study Advisory Committee will start
applying the criteria to the noise reduction alternatives.
Airport staff will participate in another round of
community meetings to present the initial alternatives
and to receive additional suggestions from the public.

Based on this analysis and feedback, specific recom-
mendations, known as a Noise Compatibility Program,
will be submitted to the King County Council for
approval.  If the County Council endorses the pro-
gram, both the Noise Exposure Maps and the Noise
Compatibility Program will be submitted to the Federal
Aviation Administration for acceptance and approval.

How You Can Be Involved
Attend public meetings
Periodic open houses provide an opportunity to learn
about the Study and what is proposed and to express
your suggestions and concerns.  The next Open House
will take place Thursday, January 18th, 5:00 – 8:00 p.m.
in the Terminal Building Conference Center Lobby of
the airport.  All are invited.

In addition, throughout the Study, Airport staff is
participating in community meetings in neighborhoods
surrounding the airport to provide information directly
to residents and gather comments and feedback.  Look
for notices on the airport website at www.metrokc.gov/
airport and in local newspapers, or call (206) 296-7380
to find out when the next meeting will be held.  Meet-
ings are currently scheduled from November 2000
through January 2001.

Read informational materials
In addition to public meetings, efforts are made to
communicate with communities through this newslet-
ter, mailing lists, bulletins to community and business
newsletters, and regular advertisements of meetings and
related articles in local newspapers.

Visit the airport website or local libraries
Reports, meeting summaries, and other project infor-

Combined Noise Contours
The above Noise Exposure Map of contours shows the day/night
noise level (DNL) combined for both King County International
Airport/Boeing Field and Sea-Tac International Airport.  DNL is an
annual average of the noise measured over a 24-hour period that
accounts for the number of events per day, the time of day in which
they occur, and the loudness of the event and includes a penalty for
flights at night.  The project team has combined these in recogni-
tion of the fact that some communities experience combined noise
levels higher than those levels generated by just one airport’s opera-
tions.  There is agreement between the two airports that these
impacts will also be considered in the Study.

mation are available on the airport website at
www.metrokc.gov/airport/.  For those who prefer,
project notebooks are regularly updated with copies
of study materials.  The public is invited to review
these materials throughout the process and submit
comments to the airport office.  Notebooks are
located in the following libraries:
• Seattle Public Libraries: Beacon Hill, Columbia,

High Point, Holly Park, Magnolia, Rainier
Beach, Southwest and West Seattle branches;

• King County Libraries: Burien, Boulevard Park,
Foster, Skyway, Tukwila and White Center
branches;

• Renton Public Library

Study Advisory Committee
The Study Advisory Committee includes representa-
tives from communities, businesses, on and off the
airport, affected cities, FAA, and other regional
aviation and planning related agencies.  The Com-
mittee has been working closely with the airport and
project consultants to review information, provide
feedback,
discuss
possible noise
remedies, and
to advise the
airport in the
adoption of a
successful
noise remedy
program at
KCIA.

Meetings are
open to the
public and
are generally
scheduled on
the second
Monday of
the month.
Meeting
dates are
listed on the
airport
website.
Meeting
summaries
are posted on
the website
and added to
the project
notebooks.

Noise Study Process

� Project Kick-Off
� Public Open House
� Inventory Existing Land

Use/Facilities
� Noise Monitoring
� Generate Existing and Future

Base Case Noise Contours
� Public Open House
� Develop Feasible Alternatives

Operational Alternatives
Land Use Alternatives
Facilities Alternatives

� Evaluate Feasible Alternatives
� Public Open House
� Combine and Narrow Feasible

Alternatives
� Recommend Alternatives for

Implementation
� Prioritize Recommendations
� Public Open House
� Develop Noise Exposure Maps
� Develop Noise Compatibility

Program
� Public Hearing
� County Adopt
� Submit to FAA for approval and

acceptance

Shaded Area =Work Completed
Bold = Public Meetings


